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what 1f?

san francisco bay area . alternative growth scenarios . projections to 2035

The production and accumulation of greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide, are
changing the Earth’§ climate. In the Bay Area, 50 percent of our carbon dioxide emissions
come from the transportation sector. The vast majority of these carbon emissions come
from cars. Most of us live in communities where driving is the only transportation option.
What if things were different?

In 25 years, over nine million people will live in the San Francisco Bay Area - two million more than
today. Over one-quarter of us will be 65 years old or older. The era of cheap oil will have more

than likely come to an end.

To help think about the future of the Bay Area, we have created two alternative development
scenarios. In the first scenario, Scattered Success, local and regional policy makers have had
some success in developing more transportation-efficient projects. Still, thousands of additional
acres of low-density, auto-dependent, single-use neighborhoods have been added to our urban-
footprint. Transit is still unavailable in many parts of the region and walking remains an
unrealistic option in too many places. This means the majority of us continue to drive to our daily
destinations. As a result, driving and our transportation-related carbon emissions have gone up.

In the second scenario, Focused Future, there has been an incredible amount of region-wide
revitalization of our inner cities and new development around our light- and heavy-rail stations,
major bus stops and ferry terminals. Transportation services have been extended and improved,
and many connections are nearly seamless. Existing, auto-dependent suburbs have been
transformed into walkable downtowns and mixed-use neighborhoods, where more housing and
businesses have located. Walking, biking and transit use are the norm in many places. As a result,
our transportation-related carbon emissions have gone down.

This Fall, join Bay Area regional planners to discuss these alternative scenarios and what they
mean for your community. The scenarios are a means for testing a range of development
possibilities. In our view, a Focused Future offers the best hope toward reducing our reliance on
cars and transportation energy, and ultimately our carbon footprint - even if it does not unfold
exactly as we have described here. With sufficient capital infrastructure and incentives, good
design and community amenities, we can build a transportation-efficient region. We will need
large financial investments into our existing urban communities, unwavering commitment and

strong leadership to make it happen.

Whatever your role in this, we hope you join us in discussing these scenarios and that they help
you to better understand the choices we all face.
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